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FROM RECTOR’S DESK

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace to men and women of good will” (Lk 2: 14). The shepherds
heard this song of angels, as they were informed by angels of the birth of Jesus Christ.

Christ came to bring peace to all men and women. "Peace to men and women of good will" is one of the
refrains at Christmas. We need to look at our homes. They should be houses of warm welcome, of peace,
love and forgiveness. As long as we bear grudges and nurse the wounds others have inflicted upon us, we
can never have peace in our hearts and minds. But forgiveness purifies and releases the flow of peace and
joy. Peace is not just the absence of war or of fighting. It is an attitude of mind and heart. Christmas is the
celebration of God’s love, manifested in Jesus Christ, in the history of humanity. He is the Emmanuel and
in him God’s unconditional love and grace have been revealed. God so loved the world that He gave his
only son, so that everyone who believes in him may not die but have eternal life (Jn 3: 16). The greatest gift
God could offer to this world for the salvation of humankind is nothing but His Only Son, Jesus Christ.
This Son, through whom the world was created, preferred to be born not in the palace of the king Herod
but in a manger. The Son, who is the Saviour of the humankind, desired not to be the friends of rich and
the powerful but of the marginalized people of the society. The Son, who is ‘God with us,’” did not aspire
for power and prestige but was pleased to serve. Angelus Silesius said: ""Even if Christ is born a thousand
times in Bethlehem, it is useless if he is not born in our hearts." Let our Christmas celebrations make a dif-
ference in our lives. Let us allow Christ to be born in the inner sanctuary of our hearts so that we may
become Christ bearers, manifesting his love and goodness to the people around. Christmas is an event in
which God becoming man was manifested to the whole world. God revealed His plan of identifying Him-
self with all humanity, so that He belongs to every nation and race. Christmas proclaims that God has
chosen to live among us — that is why He is called Emmanuel.

The event of the Incarnation calls us to become a ‘Christmas’ to one another, spreading the sweet fra-
grance of joy and hope to the less fortunate members of our society. For, as St Paul reminds us, that we are
the aroma of Christ (2 Cor. 2:15). What needs to be lived in our families is the love of Christmas and what
needs to be shared among one and all, irrespective of the differences of caste or creed, rich or poor, is the
joy of Christmas. May the Spirit of Christmas bring you peace, the Joy of Christmas give you hope and

the Warmth of Christmas fill you with His Love.
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